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Going Deeper 
 

 

 

Lesson # 4 

Receiving Guidance and Cooperating with the Ho-
ly Spirit to do the Work of Jesus  

 

Overview 
Something needs to be written here. 

 
 

 
Teaching 

 

Conditions for Being Able to Receive Guidance 
 

The following conditions are not laws, rather they are descriptive of a 
relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

1.  We Must be Born Again 

 
John 3:3 

“Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  

 
If we are to be in on-going conversation with God we must be a part of 
His family—not just a creation of God, but a son or a daughter! 

 

 2.  After being Born Again, We Have the Holy 
Spirit Dwelling Within Us 

 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because 
they are spiritually discerned. 
 
The Holy Spirit within us makes us “spiritual people” who can receive 
guidance and exercise discernment through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.   
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3.  A Will Set Upon Doing God’s Will 
 
John 7:16-17  WRONG VERSE 
“Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 
A will surrendered to Jesus Christ and willingness to walk in obedi-
ence is essential for hearing God’s voice. 
 
 

4.  A Foundation in Scripture 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
Every scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for re-
proof, for correction, and for training in righteousness . . . .(NET) 
 
God has revealed His nature and intentions to us through the scrip-
ture which, though written by human beings, were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Often the Word hidden in the heart is the way the Holy Spirit will 
speak to us.  It gives us the standard to measure God speaking to us 
in the present. 
 
 

5.  Be an Active Member of the Body of Christ 
 
Be in a church where the word of God is proclaimed through 
preaching, teaching and the sacraments and where there is the on-
going shared life of prayer and worship. 
 
 

6.  Maintain the Life of Prayer 
 
Prayer is the primary context for learning to hear God’s voice.  
Prayer is dialogue with God, we may learn to not just talk to God, 
but to listen to God. 
 
We need prayer that is both individual and shared with others. 
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The Role of Scripture and God’s  

Ongoing Speaking to Us 
 

God has spoken and is still speaking in two different ways: 
 
• Revealing true doctrine that does not change 
• Giving guidance to His servants who are working with Him to do 

Kingdom work 
 
God has spoken fully and completely to us in scripture.  He has re-
vealed His character, will and intentions to us.  Scripture, as God’s self 
revelation, is the standard by which all other revelation is to be meas-
ured. 
 
In scripture, God has revealed to us true doctrine about Himself and the 
nature and work of Jesus Christ and what is expected of us.  In this way 
when the Holy Spirit speaks to us today, when it has to do with true 
doctrine, it will be consistent with scripture and will come from scrip-
ture. 
 
“Therefore the Spirit, promised to us, has not the task of inventing new 
and unheard-of revelations, or of forging a new kind of doctrine, to lead 
us away from the received doctrine of the gospel, but of sealing our 
minds with that very doctrine which is commended by the gospel.”  
John Calvin, Institutes, p. 94. 
 
When the Bible was completed, God stopped revealing true doctrine 
about Himself.  For instance: the Koran, the Book of Morman, and con-
temporary New-Age prophesies.  These are revelations beyond scrip-
ture and do not reveal doctrine about God. 
 
 

The Holy Spirit Giving Guidance and Direction to 
Follow Him Continues Today 

 
In scripture we find God speaking through the Holy Spirit in a way that 
is not revealing true doctrine.  Rather, this is the Holy Spirit giving di-
rections as to how to follow him or to serve him under particular cir-
cumstances. 
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God Speaking to Philip 
God speaking to Philip has 

nothing to do with revealing true doctrine.  The Holy Spirit is di-
recting Philip to go place himself in the context where he can coop-
erate with Him to bring a man to faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
In this Holy Spirit arranged conversation with the Ethiopian, Philip 
does communicate true doctrine about Jesus Christ—He is the Son 
of God and He is the way of salvation. 
 
 

The Holy Spirit may continue to speak  

to us today to . . . 
 

•  Confirm true doctrine already revealed in scripture 
 

•  Guide us in serving Him 
 

•  Apply the truth of God’s word to contemporary situations and 
problems 

 
•  Guide in building the Church and fulfilling the Great Com-
mission 

 

 

Acts 8:26 
Now an angel of the Lord said to 
Philip, “Go south to the road—the 
desert road—that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza. 
 
Acts 8:29-31 
The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.”  Then 
Philip ran up to the chariot and 
heard the man reading Isaiah the 
prophet.  “Do you understand what 
you are reading?”  Philip asked.  
“How can I,” he said, “unless 
someone explains it to me?”  So he 
invited Philip to come up and sit 
with him. 
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Ways the Holy Spirit may speak to us today as 
seen in the Bible and contemporary experience 

 
1. Prophecy 
2. Tongues with interpretation of tongues 
3. The word of wisdom 
4. The word of knowledge 
5. The office of preacher, prophet and pastor. 
 
What is the way he speaks and how do we actually experience this 
speaking? 
 
 

Mental Images 
 
Amos 7:7-8 
This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had 
been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand.  And the LORD 
asked me, “What do you see, Amos?”  “A plumb line,” I replied.  Then 
the Lord said, “Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Isra-
el; I will spare them no longer.” 
 
Jeremiah 1:11-14 
The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?”  “I 
see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied.  The LORD said to me, 
“You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is ful-
filled.”  The word of the LORD came to me again: “What do you see?”  
“I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north,” I answered.  The 
LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out on all 
who live in the land.” 
 
Today the Spirit coming upon us for power is in continuity with the 
way He worked in the Old Testament, except this is for all of God’s 
people and not just the great prophets. 
 
Words of knowledge and guidance from the Holy Spirit may come in 
the same way as a mental image or a picture. 
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Thoughts and Nudges 

 

Ezekiel 7:1-2 
The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, this is what the 
Sovereign LORD says to the land of Israel: The end!  The end has 
come upon the four corners of the land.” 
 
Acts 8:29 
The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
 
How did the Spirit tell Philip to do this?  This could have been a 
nudge, a thought that came to him, or just an awareness that that is 
what he needed to do.  The Spirit also could have whispered in his 
heart, “Go to that chariot and stay near it!” 
 
 

Words of Scripture 
 
Acts 11:15-16 
As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come 
on us at the beginning.  Then I remembered what the Lord had 
said: “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.”  
 
The Holy Spirit brought to Peter’s mind the word from Jesus that 
explained what had just happened to Cornelius and those gathered 
in his home. 
 
God will often speak to us today in this way.  A verse of scripture 
or a concept or a word will just “pop into your head” at the right 
time and place. 
 
 

Visions 
 
Acts 16:9-10 
During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing 
and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  After 
Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedo-
nia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 
them. 
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A vision is a glimpse of reality as seen by God.  It may also be a 
glimpse into what God is doing or intends to do.  A vision is one of the 
primary ways that we are shown how to cooperate with the Holy Spirit.  
These may be pictures or just knowing what God wants to do. 
 
 

Dreams 
 
Matthew 1:20 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit.” 
 
Matthew 2:12-13 
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they re-
turned to their country by another route.  When they had gone, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  “Get up,” he said, “take 
the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  Stay there until I tell 
you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
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Lesson # 4 
Questions and Discussion 

 
 
 

Scriptures to Ponder 

 
 

Exercise 
 

This is a practice time that is a little artificial.  We cannot manipulate 
God, but He may choose to use this as a time to teach us better how to 
listen.  Before beginning this exercise, pray for the Holy Spirit to open 
our spiritual ears to hear and hearts to receive God’s guidance.  Pray for 
the Holy Spirit to move as the one who is our teacher. 
 
1. Get into groups of three, preferably with people who you do not 

know very well. 
2. One person who has a genuine prayer need volunteers to be the sub-

ject of the prayer. 
3. Do not tell the group what the prayer need is.  (This is the artificial 

part, normally one would just speak out their need and invite people 
to pray for them.  For the sake of the experiment, just tell Jesus the 
need and not the people.) 

4. As a group go into prayer and invite the Holy Spirit to reveal what 
the need is. 

5. Speak out any guidance that may come, through the various ways 
named in this lesson. 

6. The person being prayed for then confirms whether or not the guid-
ance is on track. 

7. If it is missed altogether, that is ok.  This is a learning process, also 
God may have chosen not to speak at this time. 

8. The person may wish to state the prayer request. 
9. The group then proceeds to pray as led by the Holy Spirit for that 

person. 
10. If no guidance at all is given as to the need or how to pray, then 

pray in the name of Jesus for blessing that person. 
11. Afterwards “debrief” the whole experience reflecting on how the 

guidance came and how did you know it was from God. 

 


